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^Following the results of the deliberative session articles on
the ballot may differ from the warrant.
Town Warrant
State of New Hampshire
Grafton S.S. Town of Canaan
To the inhabitants of the Town of Canaan, New Hampshire, who are
qualified to vote in Town affairs.
FIRST SESSION
The first session of the annual town meeting will be held on Friday,
March 14, 1997 at 7:00 p.m. at the Mascoma Valley Regional High
School. The first session will consist of explanation, discussion, and
debate of each of the following warrant articles, and will also afford
voters who are present the opportunity to propose, debate, and adopt
amendments to warrant articles, except those articles whose wording is
prescribed by state law.
SECOND SESSION
The second session of the annual town meeting, to elect town officers by
official ballot, and to vote by official ballot on all warrant articles as they
may have been amended at the first session, will be held on Tuesday,
April 8, 1997 at the Canaan Fire Station. Polls for voting by official
ballot at the Fire Station will open at 8:00 a.m. and close at 7:00 p.m.
unless the town votes to keep the polls open to a later hour.
Article 1: To vote by non partisan ballot for the following Town Officers:
A Selectmen for a term of three years.
A Chief of Police for a term of three years.
A Treasurer for a term of one year.
A General Assistance Officer for a term of one year.
A Trustee of the trust funds and Cemetery Trustee for a term of three
years.
A Library Trustee for a term of three years.
One Planning Board member for a term of one year.
Two Planning Board members for a term of three years.
One Budget Committee member for a term of one year.
Three Budget Committee members for a term of three years.
Article 2: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $600,000 for the reconstruction and renovation of the existing Town
Office Building, said sum to be raised through the issuance of bonds and
notes under and in compliance with the Municipal Finance Act, RSA
33:1 et seq, as amended; to authorize the Selectmen to apply for, obtain
and accept federal, state or other aid if any, which may be available for
said project and to comply with all laws applicable there to; to authorize
the Selectmen to issue, negotiate, sell, and deliver said bonds and notes
to determine the rate of interest there on and the maturity and other
terms there of; to authorize the Selectmen to take any other action or
pass any other vote there to. This article will only take effect if article 3
is defeated, (two thirds ballot vote required.)
(Board of Selectmen does not recommend 3-0)
(Budget Committee does recommend 4:3 )
Article 3: To see if the Town will vote to raise and approphate the sum
of $104,000 towards the purpose of constructing a new Town Hall
(estimated total price is $375,000) that includes the Town Offices,
Library and Police. $60,000 of said sum to be raised from undesignated
fund balance, with the balance of $44,000 to be raised by general
taxation.
(Board of Selectmen does recommend 3-0 )
(Budget Committee does recommend 6-1)
Article 4: To see if the Town will vote to change the purpose of the
Capital Reserve Fund established in last year's warrant under Article 4
to allow the use of this capital reserve fund for the renovation or building
of a new Town building. (This article submitted by petition)
(Board of Selectmen does recommend 3-0 )
(Budget Committee does recommend 7-0 )
Article 5: To see if the Town will vote to abolish the Cemetery Agent
position and to establish a Cemetery Custodian to be appointed by the
Cemetery Trustees.
(Board of Selectmen does recommend 2-1 )
(Budget Committee does recommend 6-0-1 )
Article 6: To see if the town will authorize the selectmen indefinitely,
until rescinded by further vote of the town meeting, to sell tax-deeded
property, by public auction, by advertised sealed bids, or by listing with
a licensed real estate agency, all as authorized by RSA 80:80.
(Board of Selectmen does recommend 3-0 )
(Budget Committee does not recommend 6-1 )
Article 7: To see if the town will vote to create an expendable general
trust fund under the provisions of RSA 31 :19-a; to be known as the Tax
Deed Acquired Property Clean-up Fund, for the purpose of clean-up of
tax deed acquired property prior to sale, 5% of the revenues from sale of
tax deeded properties to offset this account, and to appropriate the sum
of $1.00 for the purpose.
(Board of Selectmen does recommend 3-0 )
(Budget Committee does recommend 7-0 )
Article 8: Shall we modify the elderly exemptions from property tax in
the Town of Canaan, based on assessed value, for qualified taxpayers,
to be as follows: for a person 65 years of age up to 75 years, $10,000;
for a person 75 years of age up to 80 years $15,000; for a person 80
years of age or older $20,000. To qualify, the person must have been a
New Hampshire resident for at least 5 years, own the real estate
individually or jointly, or if the real estate is owned by such person's
spouse, they must have been married for at least 5 years. In addition,
the taxpayer must have a net income of not more than $13,400 or, if
marhed, a combined net income of less than $20,400, and own assets
not in excess of $35,000, excluding the value of the person's residence.
(Board of Selectmen does recommend 3-0 )
(Budget Committee does recommend 6-1 )
Article 9: Shall the Town raise and appropriate as an operating budget,
not including appropriations by special Warrant Articles, the amounts set
forth on the budget posted with the warrant, for the purpose set forth
therein, totaling $1,755,866 ? Should this article be defeated, the
operating budget shall be $ 1,740,743 , which is the same as last year,
with certain adjustments required by previous action of the Town or by
law or the governing body may hold one special meeting, in accordance
with RSA 40:13,X and XVI, to take up the issue of a revised operating
budget only.
Budget Committee does recommend 7-0)
Article 10: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $18,000 from undesignated fund balance to be used for the first
payment of the Property Valuation Update.
(Board of Selectmen does recommend 3-0 )
(Budget Committee does recommend 7-0)
Article 11: To see if the Town will vote to expend the sum of $7,298
from the funds previously appropriated for the closure of the Town Land
Fill, for the purpose of the Phase I Hydrogeologic study of the Town
Land Fill.
(Board of Selectmen does recommend 3-0 )
(Budget Committee does recommend 6-1 )
Article 12: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $18,275 for the Town Landfill closure. The Selectmen have
designated this article as a special warrant article under the provisions of
RSA 32:7 for the purpose of having these funds considered non-lapsing
until December 31, 2001.
(Board of Selectmen does recommend 3-0 )
(Budget Committee does recommend 7-0 )
Article 13: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $150,000 to purchase a new fire truck (engine #1 ) for use by the Fire
Department; $75,000 of which is to be appropriated from undesignated
fund balance, and authorize the withdrawal and expenditure of $45,000
from the Fire Truck Capital Reserve Fund created for that purpose , the
balance of $30,000 to be raised from general taxation.
(Board of Selectmen does recommend 3-0 )
(Budget Committee does recommend 7-0 )
Article 14: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $18,500 to be placed in the existing Highway Equipment Capital
Reserve Fund.
(Board of Selectmen does recommend 3-0)
(Budget Committee does recommend 6-1 )
Article 15: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $35,000 from undesignated fund balance to purchase a new 1 ton
truck for the use of the Highway Department.
(Board of Selectmen does recommend 3-0 )
(Budget Committee does recommend 7-0)
Article 16: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $10,000 from undesignated fund balance to construct a cover over
the recycling area at the Transfer Station.
(Board of Selectmen does recommend 3-0 )
(Budget Committee does recommend 7-0 )
Article 17: To see if the Town will vote to create an expendable general
trust fund under the provisions of RSA 31 :19-a to be known as the
Williams Field Fund, for the purpose of maintaining Williams Field,
grants for Williams Field and Revenue generated at Williams Field to
offset this account, and to appropriate the sum of $ 1.00 for the purpose.
(Board of Selectmen does recommend S^O)
(Budget Committee does recommend 6-0-1 )
Article 18: To see if the Town will vote to create an expendable general
trust fund under the provisions of RSA 31 :19-a, to be known as the
Cemetery Maintenance Fund, for the purpose of maintaining the
cemeteries, and to appropriate the sum of $ 1.00 for the purpose,
revenues from the sale of cemetery lots to offset this account.
(Board of Selectmen does recommend 3-0 )
(Budget Committee does recommend 6-0-1 )
Article 19: Shall the Town vote to permit the Public Library to retain all
money it receives from it's income generating equipment to be used for
general repairs and upgrading and for the purchase of books, supplies,
and income generating equipment?
(Board of Selectmen does not recommend 2-1 )
(Budget Committee does not recommend 4-3 )
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Article 20: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of
Selectmen to reconvey the following property to Kenneth W. Newton
and Catherine Newton, pursuant to RSA 80:80, III, in consideration of
the payment of all outstanding taxes, interest and fees:
Map 9, Lot 29-3 acres and improvements
located at River Road
This property was taken by tax collector's deed to the town dated July
16, 1996 and recorded at Book 221 1 , Page 217 in the Grafton County
Registry of Deeds.
(Board of Selectmen does recommend 3-0 )
(Budget Committee does not recommend 4-3-1 )
Article 21 : To see if the town will vote to establish a board of public
works commissioners, pursuant to RSA 38-c, to be known as the
Canaan Board of Water and Sewer Commissioners. Said Board shall
have all of the powers and duties of a board of sewer commissioners
under RSA 149-1 and a board of water commissioners under RSA 38, as
those statutes may be amended from time to time. The Board shall
consist of 3 Commissioners who shall be citizens of the town. The first
elected members of the Board shall be chosen at the 1998 annual town
election for staggered terms of 1,2, and 3 years, respectively , and their
successors shall be elected at each annual town election after that for a
term of office of 3 years. Within 45 days from the adoption of this
article, the Board of Selectmen shall appoint 3 registered voters as an
interim Board of Water and Sewer Commissioners who shall serve until
their successors are elected at the 1998 town election.
(Board of Selectmen does not recommend 2-1)
(Budget Committee does not recommend 4-2-1)
Article 22: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $6,000 from undesignated fund balance for the purpose of bar code
equipment for bar coding of all books in the Canaan Town Library. The
Selectmen have designated this article as a special warrant article under
the provisions of RSA 32:7 for the purpose of having these funds
considered non-lapsing until December 31 , 2001 . Funds to be expended
under the authority of the Library Trustees.
(Board of Selectmen does not recommend 2-1)
(Budget Committee does not recommend 5-2 )
Article 23: Shall we adopt the provisions of RSA 72:1-c which authorize
any Town to elect not to assess levy and collect a resident tax? (This
article submitted by petition)
(Board of Selectmen does recommend 2-1 )
(Budget Committee does recommend 4-3 )
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Article 24: Shall the provisions for voting by official ballot on all issues
before the Town of Canaan under RSA 40:13 be limited to election of
officers and certain other questions?
(Board of Selectmen does recommend 2-0)
Article 25: To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees or any
other officers.
Article 26: To transact any other business that may legally be brought
before the Town.





STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
MUNICIPAL SERVICES DIVISION
MS-7
91 So.Sping St. P.a8<>« I '22
Ccnoord. NH 0O3O7-1 122
(003) 271-3397
BUDGET FORM FOR TOWNS WHICH HAVE ADOPTED
THE PROVISIONS OF RSA 32:14 THROUGH 24
BUDGET OF THE TOWN
OF N.H.
Appropriations and Estimates of Revenue for ttie Ensuing Year January 1, ^-997 to December 31, ^^^^ or
for Fiscal Year From to
MPORTANT: Please read RSA 32:5 applicable lo all municipalities
1. Use this form to list the entire tmdget in the appropriate recommended and not recommended area. This means the
operating tMJdget and all special and individual warrant articles must tie posted.
2 Hold at least one public hearing on this tmdget
3 When completed, a copy of the budget must be posted with the warrant Another copy must be placed on file with the town
clerk, and a copy fent to the Department of Revenue Administration at the address above.
THIS BUDGET SHALL BE POSTED WITH THE TOWN WARRANT
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5330-00 IWATER DISTRIBUTION & TREATMENT
5331-01 iSupenntendent's Salary
5331-02 Engineering & Planning
SECTION TOTAL
5335
1 997 BUDGET Town of Canaan
lAccl# AccounlTille
15520-00 JpARKS AND RECREATION _
5520-01 -Lifeguard Salary
5520-02 jMainlenace of Parks
5520-05 Mamienance of Beach
5520-06 Mainl Recreational Fac
5520-07 'social Security
5520-08 Worker's Compensation

















Town of Canaan - Revenues
Cross Reference MS-7 and Acctg System
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
OE.'ASTHENT OF REVENUE AOfllNISTRATION
HUNICIPAL SESVICE3 DIVISION
P.O.BOX n22




SUMMARY INVENTORY OF VALUATION
1996 IN Grafton COUNTY
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the inroraation contained in this reoort was taicen fraa official recoras and is cor







(PLease Sign in InK)
REPORTS ^ESUIREB: RSA 21-j:3i, as asended, provides for c 'tification of valuations, aoproonations, estinated revenues and sucn
other inforaation as the Bepartaent of Revenue Acainistration lav rs;uire upon bl.ani(s prescribed for that purpose.
Return this coaoleted Summary Inventory for« to tne Oeot. of Revenue AdnimsTration, P.O.Sox 1122, Concord, NH 03302-1122 by
Seoteaber 1st.
You Bay dupLicate Page 5 for eacn sistrict -nose valuation diff»-s froa tne "own/City valuation; please note the naoe of the
district at the top of each Page 5 orovided. ThanK you.
PENALTY: FAILURE TO FILE BY SEPTEMBER 1st MAY RESULT IN $5.00 PER DAY
PENALTY FOR EACH DAY'S DELAY. (RSA 21-J:36)
NOTE: PLEASE REMEMBER TO COMPLETE INFORMATION ON PAGE 3 AND 4 (ALSO PAGE 5,
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DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
Municipal Services Division
Concord, N.H. 03302-1122
1996 Tax Rate Calculation




Less: Shared Revenues 14,959
Add: Overlay 28,081
Uar Service Credits 27,850
Net Town Appropriation 1,012,477
Special AdjustTient
Approved Town/City Tax Effort 1,012.477
Municipal Tax Rate 7.08— School Portion --
Due to Local School
Due to Regional School 3,110.582
Less: Shared Revenues 51,936
Net School Appropriation 3,058,646
Special Adjustment
Approved SchooKs) Tax Effo't 3.053,646
School(s) Tax Rate 21.38
-- County Oi/rtion --
Due to County 206,698
Less: Shared Revenues 3,006
Net County Appropriation 203,692
Special Adjustment
Approved County Tax Effort 203,692
County Tax Rate 1.42
Combined T^x Rate 29.88
Total Property Taxes Assessed 4.274,815
Commitment Analysis
Total Property Taxes Assessed 4,274,815
Less: Uar Service Credits (27.850)
Add: Village District CommitmentC s
)
Total Property Tax Commitment 4,246.965
= = = = = = = = = = = = = =^»^
-- Proof of Rate --
Net Assessed Valuation Ta>: Rate Assessment
143,066.089 :9.S8 4,274,815^
1996 Sond Rec'.; i-ement
Treasurer: 91,0CC Tax Cc U :c t :; - 84,000
Town Clerk: 32,000 Tructe;-: of "rust Funds: 97,000
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REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK
FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1996
Vehicle Registration ^217-










Schedule of Town Property
Town Hall, Lands and Buildings

SUMMARY OF TAX LIEN ACCOUNTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1996
(DEBITS)
1995 199^ 1993 Prior
Balance of unredeemed
taxes of fiscal year 159,325.13 ^2,069.37 13.737.13
During fiscal year 237,02^.99
Inieresc collected
after lien e:^ecution 4.985.S6 12.235.9E 3,729.92 59.57
Excess debits




Redemptions 35,121.37 71,578.07 32,1^.3.30 631.00
Interest & cost
after sale i., 986. 86 12,285.95 8.729.92 59.57
Abatements curing
fiscal year 567.53 377.06 766.53
Deeded to Town
during year 10.667.55 12,130.95 3,593.86 565.01
Unredeemed taxes
at end of year 1^0.663.0i» 75.2^0.07 1,327.71 11,724.59
Total Credits 2^2,011.85 171,612.13 50,799.79 13,796.70
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TOWN OF CANAAN TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1996
(CREDITS)
1996 1995 199^ Prior
Remicted co treasurer
during the year:
Property taxes 3.716,102.27 i*77. 25^.39 i..0i.6.99
Resident taxes 13,5A0.00 600.00 300.00 610.00




Interest on taxes 3,733.65 37,51^.^5 939.56





Property ta::es 113. 306. '7 12.3S5.66 4^5.00
Resident taxes 3,440.00 1.150.00 1,530.00 2,975.00
Yield ta:<es
Land use change taxes
Deeded 5.47S.00
Uncollected taxes as of
December 31, 1996
Property taxes 552,759.53 486.00 8140.53
Resident taxes 7,030.20 4,720.00 4,340.00 3,822.00
Land use change taxes 1,130
Yield taxes 3,302.31
Total Credits: 4.418.530.83 535.207.84 6.251.00 21.036.03
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TOWN OF CANAAN TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1996
(DEBITS)
1996













Taxes cominited to collector:
Property taxes
Resident taxes

















or. deliquent taxes 3.733.65 37.514.45 939.56
Penalties collected







Total Debits 4.418.530.88 535.207.84 6.251.00 21.036.08
39













s £ e » 3 ^ ;
* 2 = S S S •
issasi^ss*




i 1 5x iSJiSJisiiiiSSi^iiiSSIirr 5
g
g 8 8 3 S
'^
£ S S « s s e s
«
i5 = 83'~^';^bJ9^z^^-iaoog^S 5 s * 5 5 a
43
Selectmen Report
1996 has proven to be a year of optimisms and team effort for
our town. The Board of Selectmen would like to thank our new
administrative assistant, Tom Rankin, for all his efforts. Tom has
proven himself to be a true asset to our town and we are fortunate to
have the position filled with the vast experiences and the level of
knowledge that he has. Sherrill Zani has continued her dedicated effort
to make this year a success. Sherrill, we thank you, you truly played a
major role in the achievements of our community. We would like to
welcome Leanne Lashua to our team, she has replaced Karen Murphy in
the position of Selectmen Secretary. Karen \n\\\ be missed and we thank
her for all her efforts.
The Board of Selectmen has taken the position to stabilize and
reduce the tax rate. In the effort to accomplish this, 1996 has proven to
be a year of the triumphs. Some of the achievements for the year have
been the completion of the Capital Improvement Plan. This plan will
prove to be very helpful to our entire community as a planning tool.
Another success was the development and implementing of a Purchase
Order System for all of our town's departments. This is a giant step
towards costs savings, better purchasing practices, and an increase in
the level of service. The Board needed a more concentrated study on
the water/sewer service for our community. With this in mind, we
appointed a Water/Sewer Committee to advise the Board on the issues
at hand. Another major triumph was the progress in developing a
financial plan for our community. This progress brought the Board of
Selectmen, Budget Committee, and the Planning Board together in full
cooperation. It also brought about the development of the Tax Base
Improvement Committee, whose function is to study the options for a
town tax base, taking the burden from the home owner. The team
approach has really worked to the advantage of our community, and no
doubt, is the key element for our success.
We should all be proud of our town and the progress we have all
made over the year. It has become obvious that we are all striving to
make our town a leading community in the Upper Valley and evidence of
this is becoming clear. Canaan is moving forward, and this Board is
proud to be part of the team that made it occur. As we work together in
the development of our town, take the time to reflect on how far we
have come, and acknowledge the potential of what we can become.
Respectfully,






It is with pride that I reflect on the accomplishments of the
Town of Canaan during 1996. The Board of Selectmen,
Budget Committee, Town Boards, and Committees have
directed their time and efforts at stabilizing and reducing the
tax rate, and in developing a financial plan for the town that
looks forward several years, with emphasis on maintaining
the level of service provided while planning for long term
capital improvement needs.
The hard work of the Canaan Town Employees and
elected officials, is to be commended while they work with
the Board of Selectmen on the difficult task of maintaining
services while holding the line on expenditures.
A special thanks for the volunteer efforts of those who
have and are putting in countless hours of effort on Town
Boards and Committees and who are providing an
invaluable service to the town.
As this Board of Selectmen continues to encourage a
team effort by the Town to accomplish its tasks and
priorities, Canaan is emerging as a leader amongst the
Upper Valley Communities. I look forward to 1997 as a year




Vachon, Clukay & Co., pc
Certified Public Accountants
45 Market Street
Manchester, New Hampstiire 03101
(603) 622-7070
FA;<: 622-1452
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON INTERNAL
CONTROL STRUCTURE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF
GENERAL PLTIPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
To the Board of Selearaen
Town of Canaan, New Hampshire
We have audited the general purpose tlnancial s'Latemencs of the Town of Canaan, New
Hampshire- as of and for the year ended December 31. 1995, and have issued our report thereon
dated May 13, 1996.
We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. Those
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether
the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement.
In planning and performing our audit of the general purpose financial statements of the
Town of Canaan, New Hampshire for the year ended December 31, 1995, we considered its internal
control structure in order to determ.ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our
opinion on the general purpose tlnancial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal
control structure.
The management of the Town of Canaan, New Hampshire is responsible for establishing and
maintaim'ng an internal control stnicrare. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments
by management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of internal control
structure policies and procedures. Tn& objectives of an internal control strucrure are to provide
management with reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safegijarded against loss
from unauthorized use or disposition, and that transactions are executed in accordance with
management's authorization and recorded properly to permit the preparation of nnancial statements
in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations in any
internal control structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also,
projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures
may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and
operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate.
For the purpose of this report, we have classified the significant internal control structure






Service revenue and receivables
Expenditures for goods and services
and accounts payable
Payroll and related liabilities
Debt and debt service expenditures
For all of the internal control structure categories listed above, we obtained an understanding
of the design ot" relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation,
and we assessed control risk.
We noted certain matters involving the internal control structure and its operation that we
consider to be reportable conditions under standards established by the American Institute of
Certified Public Accountants. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relatin<^
to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control structure that, in our
judgment, could adversely affect the entity's ability to record, process, summarize, and report
financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the general purpose financial
statements.
A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of one or
more of the internal control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that
errors or irregijlarities in amounts that would be material in relation to the general purpose financial
statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by emoloyees in the
normal course of performing their assigned functions.
Our consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters
in the internal control structure that might be reportable conditions and, accordineiy, would not
necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be m.ateria! weaknesses as
defined above. However, we noted the following reportable conditions that we believe to be
material weaknesses.
W.ATER AND SEWER REVENUE A>T) RECEIVABLES
Observation
Water and sewer activir/ is not summarized on a periodic basis. There is no reconciliation
procedure established for the water and sewer funds. Each quarterly billing is maintained in a
computer spreadsheet. We were unable to reconcile the quarterly spreadsheets. Quarterly water and
sew-er warrants signed by the Selectmen do not agree to amounts entered in the spreadsheet. Cash
receipts are posted to the quarterly spreadsheet, but were not reconciled to the Treasurer.
Abatements as approved by the Selectmen did not consistently agree to those posted in the
spreadsheets. No records were presented fof water and sewer receivables prior to 1994 and
outstanding at December 31, 1994.
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Implicatwri
Internal controls over revenuij and receivables are non-existent as there is no system of
reconciliation in place. Failure to reconcile activity throughout the year increases the risk that errors
may occur and remain undetected.
Recommendation
We strongly urge that Town oftlcials develop and implement systematic accounting for water
and sewer revenue and receivables utilizing one of the options set forth in State law (RSA 38:22 and
RSA 1491:11)
We also noted other matters involving the internal control structure and its operation that
we have reported to the management of the Town of Canaan. New Hampshire in a separate letter
dated May 13, 1996.
This report is intended for the information of management and the Board of Selectmen.




For the Canaan Planning Board, 1996 was a year that involved
the review of several small subdivisions, dealing with state
mandated review processes that are now under the purview of
Planning Boards across the state; and towards the end of the
year, working on an update of our Master Plan and the inception
of a Capital Improvement Plan.
The subdivision process has been employed on land in town in a
low-key manner during the past year. About a dozen Minor
subdivisions were in the agenda, and many more boundary line
adjustments, annexations, and placements of additional dwelling
units on lots comprised the bulk of our processing.
The Canaan Master Plan, which was last updated in 1987, has
been the focus of review by the Planning Board. This document,
while non-binding in nature, is the cornerstone plan or reference
document employed when considering current and future
development within the municipality.
In conjunction with the Master Plan, a Capital Improvement Plan
attempts to describe a schedule for improvements to the Town's
infrastructure, and thus helps guide the Planning Board when
dealing with applications for development or subdivision of land.
The Capital Improvements Plan also provides a working schedule
for capital improvements to all municipal property and services,
extremely useful to all Boards, Committees, and Departments;
the Capital Improvement Plan can also be a useful tool for
stabilizing our tax rate and providing for a more efficient use of all
Town resources.
As the Canaan Planning Board becomes more involved with the
Master Plan and Capital Improvement Plan, it is more important
and extremely helpful to have the input and involvement of the
citizens of the town.
The Canaan Planning Board usually meets on the second and
fourth Thursday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Senior Center
and the public is always welcome and urged to attend.




The Town of Canaan has ten cemeteries which are under our
responsibility. To assist us in carrying out these responsibilities, we are
fortunate to have hired David Heath. David has worked for the Town for
several years and we have developed an ongoing maintenance and
improvement program for the cemeteries.
Several years ago, the Trustees were successful in obtaining a cy pre
order which allowed us to use unexpended earnings from the Wells and
Canaan Street perpetual care accounts for improvement projects. In
1996, a replacement maintenance building was constructed in Wells
Cemetery. This was paid for with funds from the cy pre order, not
taxpayers dollars.
When you go past the Canaan Street Cemetery, and start down the hill,
you may have noticed a new granite post and chain fence across the
field. This is the boundary of the cemetery expansion project we have
been working on for several years. Again, this project is being funded
with money from the cy pre order, not taxpayer dollars. This new site
gives the Town capacity for over 900 graves, and as soon as deed
details are worked out with the Selectmen, the lots will be ready for sale.
While it is nice to do these projects at no cost to the taxpayers, there are
other responsibilities which the Town has. One is maintaining cemetery
fences, and in this year's budget is funding to replace the fence around
Saint Mary's Cemetery. The ohginal fence is wire, and breaks when
attempts are made to straighten it. The intent is to replace it with a
white vinyl diamond rail fence. We believe this will provide a nice
appearance and be maintenance free.
We believe Canaan has cemeteries the residents can be proud of, and
appreciate the support given by all town departments and committees to





REPORT FROM THE BUILDING INSPECTOR
Fiscal year 96 was a busy year for building permits. A total
of 56 permits were issued: 36 renovation additions, 9
mobile homes, 5 new homes, and 6 renewals.
Beginning in January 1997, every approved building permit
will be issued a certificate which must be posted in a
conspicuous location. This will help to keep the community
informed on the construction and renovations taking place.
Generally speaking, a permit is not needed for normal
maintenance such as painting, roofing etc. However, you
must obtain a permit if the final valuation of the project
increases the value of the property by more than $500.00,
i.e., decks, sheds, additions.
Applications for building permits may be obtained through
the Town office during regular business hours.
Anyone having questions building permits can reach me at
523-4875. If I am not home, please leave a message on the
answering machine. I will return your call as soon as
possible.
Respectfully submitted, Joseph F. Butterfield, Building
Inspector
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REPORT OF THE CONSERVATION COMMiSSION
The Conservation Commission spent a considerable amount of time this
year dealing with wetland and land use issues. Reorganization of the
New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services resulted in the
establishment of a wetlands "bureau", replacing the former wetlands
"board". The goal was to increase efficiency; in the long run, it probably
will. Locally, the procedure for filing a Dredge and Fill permit application
remains the same. As required by NH RSA 483-A, any citizen proposing
to undertake construction in or adjacent to a wetland or shoreline must
first obtain a permit application from the wetlands bureau. (The State
may impose significant fines imposed for non-compliance with this rule.)
Forms are available at the Town Offices. The new expedited form for
minimum impact projects seems to be working well, allowing
applications to be processed relatively quickly.
Canaan is fortunate in having several pieces of land already protected
by conservation easements. However, as the town continues to grow we
are increasingly aware of the need for a Natural Resources Inventory,
which would provide an overview of the whole Town's resources. This
would be very useful in identifying other areas of significant
conservation value. The commission is currently exploring ways to
undertake such a project. We've reviewed similar work done by other
towns and have begun to identify sources of base material and technical
assistance. The inventory will be a major focus for the coming years.
The Commission was represented at two regional meetings in 1996. In
February, the Upper Valley Land Trust sponsored its sixth annual
meeting of Upper Valley Conservation Commissions. This provided an
excellent forum for sharing information and ideas with other
communities and with state and county officials. In May, we participated
in a workshop sponsored by the Forest Society to gather information for
their study of natural, cultural and historic resources deemed valuable by
communities in the Connecticut Valley.
As always, the Conservation Commission is happy to help with questions
about wetlands permits or other conservation issues. We welcome input







Alternates: Judith Kushner, Bob Reitsma, David Scanlan
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REPORT OF TOWN FOREST FIRE WARDEN AND STATE
FOREST RANGER
To aid your Forest Fire Warden, Fire Department and State
Forest Ranger, contact your local Warden or Fire Department to find out
if a permit is required before doing any open burning. Violations of RSA
227-L:17, the fire permit law and the other burnrng laws of the State of
New Hampshire are misdemeanors punishable by fines of up to $2,000
and/or a year in jail. Violators are also liable for all fire suppression
costs.
There are ten Forest Rangers who work for the N.H. Division of
Forests and Lands, Forest Protection Bureau. State Forest Rangers are
available to assist communities with forest fire suppression, prevention
and training programs as well as the enforcement of forest and timber
harvest laws. If you have any questions regarding forest fire or timber
harvest laws, please call our office at 271-2217.
The State of New Hampshire operates 15 fire towers, 2 mobile
patrols and 3 contract aircraft patrols. This early detection and reports
from citizens aid in the quick response from local fire department.
1996 FIRE STATISTICS
(Cost Shared)
FIRES REPORTED BY COUNTY CAUSES OF FIRES REPORTED
Belknap
Canaan Fire Department Annual Report
The 1996 operational year for the Canaan Fire Dept. has again been a
busy year. We have had a large number of chimney fires, alarm
activations, motor vehicle accidents, structure fires and weather related
incidents to make for a very active department. We have also
maintained a strong training program in order to stay at a high level of
preparedness for the different types of incidents we encounter. Among
the training programs we held were: ropes rescue, portable
extinguishers, sprinklers and alarm systems, driver and pump training,
water rescue, generators and lights, an arson awareness course, Haz-
Mat Refresher course, and forestry training.
The Canaan Firefighter's Association also made a large donation to the
Canaan Fire Department in the form of a chain saw, a 1500 watt
generator, 2-500 watt lights, and a positive pressure fan to be used in
ventilation procedures at structure fires. This will become a very useful
tool to the department as we incorporate this technique in our
operations.
The CFD had 7 firefighters participate in national fire suppression efforts
in the Western United States as part of the 5 crew sent by the state of
New Hampshire.
The Canaan Fire Department has also been very busy in searching for
the best possible model for a new pumper to replace one of our older
pumpers in our present fleet. A truck committee has been very busy
whting specifications for a pumper that will do the best possible job for
our department within our budget guidelines. This committee has spent
long hours reviewing proposals from various truck companies, and
meeting with truck company representatives in an effort to get the best
deal. The committee did receive a very good proposal that we will bring
to the Selectmen, Budget Committee and the citizens of Canaan.
An overview of the total runs for this year indicates the types of incidents
to which we responded. A large number of chimney and structure fires
means that we need to be remindful of the need for proper maintenance
of wood stoves, furnaces, electrical appliances, and items such as heat
tapes in our daily household operations. A large number of calls to
service for power lines downed, flooded basements and natural disasters
such as the flood in October 1996 indicates our need to be able to
respond to the whims and unpredictability of nature.
During the year there were at least 500 fire permits issued in the town by
the warden and deputies.
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As in the past, the ability to respond to incidents and training is an
example of the dedication of the members of the department to serving
the community. I would like to take this occasion to thank them and the
support given them by families which allows us to continue to offer




Annual Report for 1996
ADVANCE TRANSIT
Advance Transit, Inc. is a private nonprofit corporation that
provides public transportation and rideshare service to several
Upper Valley towns including Canaan, Enfield, Hanover, and
Lebanon, New Hampshire, and Hartford, Norwich in Vermont.
Advance Transit is governed by a volunteer Board of Directors.
Services were improved this year as several more new, lift-
equipped buses were placed in service and older ones without
lifts were retired. Our services are now 100% wheelchair
accessible.
Over 175,000 passengers trips were delivered throughout the
system this year, an increase in 21% over 1995. An estimated
9,000 passenger trips were from Canaan.
Advance Transit continues to offer its Upper Valley Rideshare
Program. If you do not live near a bus route and are looking for a
ride or have one to share, we can help you find carpool partners.
Call 1 -800-685-RIDE or 295-1 824 for more information or to sign
up. You can also call this number for route and schedule
information.






In 1996 Headrest celebrated our silver Anniversary, 25 years of Service
to Canaan and the rest of the Upper Valley. Headrest is a
comprehensive alcohol and drug treatment facility serving low income
people. We offer drug and alcohol counseling and education to adults
and teens, and consultation and referral to families affected by
substance abuse. Our alcohol crisis intervention program allows for
overnight lodging, non-medical detox, assessment and treatment and
referral.
Headrest's Shelter Program offers temporary emergency lodging to
homeless people referred by local police, hospitals, churches, and
mental health centers, as well as transitional shelter for those folks
returning to the mainstream from residential programs.
Trained Hotline workers with hundreds of resources at hand have been
unceasingly available since 1971 to inform, educate and empower
individuals and families to improve the quality of their lives.
Understanding, non-judgmental staff and volunteers listen carefully,
lending emotional support, information and referral to callers 24-hours a
day (448-4400). These special folks have expertise in handling crises
involving the use of alcohol and drugs. Headrest was awarded re-
certification by the American Association of Suicidology in 1996 and "will
be honored for this achievement at the Annual Meeting of the
Association in Memphis in April, 1997".
In addition to Headrest's local (448-HELP) and toll free Teen Hotline
(800/639-6095) education/prevention programs such as Teens Taking
Charge For A World Without AIDS, Peer Helpers Programs, Challenge
Courses and alcohol and other drug treatment groups are available to
the youth of Canaan and the rest of the Upper Valley. Nine different
groups met 36 times at Mascoma High School while students at the
Indian River School benefited from 1 1 groups which met on 33
occasions.
In 1996 eighteen Canaan residents received over two hundred hours of
Alcohol and Drug Abuse Counseling and Education while one other was
provided lodging in Headrest's Homeless Shelter. 84 Hotline calls were
received from callers who identified themselves as Canaan Residents.
There were 466 calls from callers who would not give their place of
residence and we suspect that many of them were Canaan residents.
We wish to thank the residents of Canaan for their ongoing use of our
services, for their private donations and for their public support through
their annual appropriations.
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HLxon House at the Haven
25 Taft Avenue
Wliite River Junction, VT 05001
(802) 295-6551
CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF SERVICE IN THE UPPER VALLEY
WISE thanks the people of Canaan for their support in 1996.
Fort>-eight (48) Canaan sur\'ivors of domestic violence and
sexual asssault received assistance during FY 1996. WISE
goals include increased community outreach through our
youth program and contact with local businesses. Our client








vital for WISE to continue providing all crisis services
FREE to clients. No-,one is ever turned awa\
.
•^a^ty <^^-<x-'i'*^<-', Executive Director
Our mission statement:
\.V''5t empc^ers vic-finis o-^ domestic and sexual 'violence to become
safe and self-reliant through crisis mtenv-ention and support ser\ices. WISE
ad\'ances soaaijustce -Through community education, training, and public policy.
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Canaan Police Department
1996 Annual Town Report
My first year as Police Chief has come to a close. It was an extreme
eye opener and learning experience. For 3 years I had been able to rely
on someone else to make a decision. Now that authority is mine. We
have an extremely young department. Everyone is still learning.
Officers have participated in training programs such as investigation
schools, they have worked with WISE on Domestic Violence Issues and
Headrest for drug and alcohol offenders. The officers have volunteered
there time for community events such as having lunch in the schools
and assisting church organizations with special functions. We have
made improvements by leaps and bounds.
I have worked extremely hard to strengthen the working relationship with
other entities. The emergency services in the community seem to work
better together than they ever have. This provides a better quality of
service. The communication with the schools have improved greatly.
The administration has worked hard to keep the Police Department
abreast of ongoing or potential problems. With there assistance we
have made arrests from two separate drug sales. Two is a small
number but it is a beginning.
"Business" so to speak has been booming. If we were a profit making
entity our stock would be on a major increase. The calls for service
increased from 2,948 in 1995 to 3,917 in 1996. That's an increase of
931 calls in the course of a year. But numbers alone are not a good
judge of time expended. For example, one house check may take 10
minutes, while a criminal arrest takes 3 1/2 hours and a hald day in
court. Areas of increased calls were animal complaints up 1 17 from
1995, citizen assists/91 1 hang ups were up 321 and thefts up 39. All
areas seemed to increase but these were the largest areas.
A few staffing changes have taken place this year. Nathan Wood was
promoted to full-time from part-time along with Tim Cohen. Both are
excellent young men. Both professionally and personally. They are
excited about the job and have brought some great ideas with them for
improving police service to the Town of Canaan. We have acquired two
new part-time officers one being Tony White who has numerous years of
experience as an officer from working with the Enfield Police
Department and almost twenty years as a full-time fire fighter from
Lebanon. Lastly, Tony Bishop has joined us and will be attending the
part-time academy as of February 1997.
In March the town voted to purchase a 4-wheel drive Ford Explorer as
part of our cruiser fleet. The explorer was purchased in the beginning
of June. It has proved it's worthiness when we had the floods, along with
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several fires where the road conditions were poor, and now with the
snow. I believe this will be one of the best equipment upgrades we have
made in a long time.
I would like to thank the other members of the department for their
dedication and hard work. They are Earl Smith, Matt Wilson, Sam
Frank, and our secretary Ellen Wilson. All the members of the Police
Department show a real desire to do the best they can for their
community and I feel privileged to work with them.
Lastly, I would like to thank the citizens of Canaan for putting their trust
in me. It's been said that I lack the experience to do the job. I feel I
have proved I can do it and what I lack in experience I make up for with
determination to do the job correctly. Thank you again and I look
forward to the interesting things that 1997 will bhng.
Sincerely,
Anthony Piscopo, Chief of Police





Citizens assists/91 1 hang up 630
























Average MPG of fleet 14.25
62
Road Agent Town Report 1 996
I came on board March 1 8, and my 3 year term began with one of the
wettest spring seasons on record. The first month was consumed with
winter maintenance, graveling frozen ruts on back roads, and thawing of
culverts. The rain continued well into May causing repeated flooding in
the village and many other locations. We experienced flooding again
near the end of October.
Along with our routine maintenance of grading, patching pot holes,
replacing culverts etc. We chlorided nearly every mile of gravel road in
town. This was greatly appreciated by the public because it keeps the
dust down, but also stabilizes the road surface, which reduces our
grading costs by approximately 50%. I started a blasting program this
year because we have many locations where ledge and boulders
interfere with plowing, grading, and drainage. We started with
Jerusalem, Stevens, Fernwood farms, Blain, Follensbee, Prospect,
Codfish Hill, Sawyer Hill, Goose Pond, and Graceville road. I also
started having the many stumps beside the road that interfere with
mowing and the winging back snow removed. This will make our
mowing more efficient, and help prevent a lot of damage to our plow
equipment.
This year Pike Industries received the bid for our paving work and did a
fine job. We shimmed Chiefs drive. First street. Highland Ave,
Graceville road, one third of Bill Regan road, John Roberts road, and
just under a mile of Goose Pond road. We sealed Ball Park road,
Follensbee road, and the Transfer Station road.
We also managed to grader ditch all of Stevens road, and dozens of
culverts, painted sidewalk and crosswalk lines throughout the Village, did
our road side mowing, rebuilt over two miles of shoulders, rebuilt five
turn arounds where our trucks have gotten stuck in the past, regraveled
several roads, rebuilt Perry Stark road, completed many other small
tasks and performed a considerable amount of equipment repair and
maintenance. As we come into Nov. 96 and snow plowing I would like to
thank all of the people who supported me in upgrading our one ton
trucks by putting wings on them. They are working nicely and have
been a good investment. I feel that we have had a very productive year.
This year Edward Provencal, Robert Vilandre, and Anthony Bishop
moved on to other jobs. I would like to wish them well. Dale Morse,
Dennis Price and Brian Barrell have filled there positions and I would
like to welcome them to the Highway Department. I would like to thank
my crew, the Police and Fire Department, the Office staff. Budget
Committee and residents of Canaan for there help and patients.
Alan Lary, Road Agent
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Old Home Days 1996 Report
The Old Home Days weekend was held on August 2nd, 3rd and 4th and
again this year was very successful. The theme was "Commercials" and
the floats were outstanding.
The events began Friday with a lobster/chicken BBC at the United
Methodist Church, following were the Canaan U.S.A Speedway stock
car races and the Cardigan Mountain Tradition entertained at the Old
Meeting House. All events were well attended.
Saturday, August 3rd, the annual craft fair and Canaan Little League
concession on the Common. Dollars for scholars food concession and
Enfield Mascoma Lions french fry wagon were at William's Field. The
horseshoe tournament, doubles and singles were also at William's Field.
Grand Marshalls for the parade were Paul and Zilla Tucker. After the
parade, entertainment was held under the tent by McLure's Band
Concert and Upper Valley Community Band Concert, Foggy Mountain
Cloggers Demo and games by Canaan Fire Explorer's Post, a wool
spinning exhibit was held in the Legion Hall. At 1 1 :30 am Jolice
Conners Storyteller entertained children and the Soap Box Derby at
High Street Speedway was held at 12noon.
The Historic District was open at 1:00pm-4:00pm that included the
Museum and Old NorthChurch.
At William's Field at 1;00pm Chain Saw Artist Dan Allen made a carving
that was raffled off, from 3 to 6pm the Canaan High School alumni met
under the tent at William's Field and was very well attended.
4:00pm Fire Truck rides for the children, 5:00pm the Fireman's ham and
baked bean supper was held at the Fire House.
7:00-8:00 pm Foggy Mountain Cloggers Demo at William's Field,
followed by Dancing at 8:00 pm to the live music of Yvonne and the
Reverbs until 1 1 :30 pm.
Sunday, August 4th 7am-1 1am Pancake breakfast at the Senior Center,
very well attended. Dollars for scholars food concession opened at 8am,
as did the Enfield/Mascoma french fry wagon at William's Field. The
road race began at 9am around Canaan Street Lake, and the rubberball
tournament at William's Field at 9am also. The children's tractor pull at
William's Field at 10am. Gas engines were also at the field. At noon
the drawing for spaces for the cow flop contest began. The Historic
District was open from 1 :00-4:00pm.
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2:00 pm The 9th annual cow flop drop contest at William's Field. 3:00
pm the Corner Stones and the Barney Family Concerts were held under
the tent.
4:00pm The annual service at the Old North Church, all was an
appropriate closing for the weekend activities.
Funds for the weekend activities are raised through donations and sales
of T-shirts, sweatshirts, tote bags and sale of tickets for cow flop contest.
There is also Town funding.
The Old Home Day Committee meets the first Tuesday of the month
from February thru December. Dates for the 1997 celebration are
August 1st, 2nd, and 3rd. The theme will be "Wide World of Sports".
We are always open to new ideas and suggestions for events. Please
contact any one of the Committee members if you are interested in
joining as we can always use new profile and ideas.
Watch your papers for the dates and plan to join the festivities.
Old Home Days Committee
Georgia Tilton - Co-Chairman
John Ricard
65
Canaan Parks & Recreation Committee
The Canaan Parks and Recreation Committee achieved several note
worthy goals in 1996.
Thanks to the generous funding by the Williams Foundation and the
volunteer labor by the committee members, the outfield fence was
erected at Williams Field and the benches installed at the common, the
beach and the Senior Center . Driving through town, it's nice to see
some of our seniors enjoying the benches in good weather. It's
unfortunate that we continue to have some misdirected youngsters who
for some obscure reason, get satisfactions from the destruction of
property. Shortly after it was erected, the outfield fence at Williams
Field was cut. Also picnic tables and basketball hoops were destroyed
again this year. It does get discouraging (and expensive), because of a
few bad apples.
The beach program went well under John's able direction, despite some
minor personnel problems. We have some ambitious plans for the
beach area in the next few years, stay tuned.
Decorating for the holidays was much more pleasant this year weather
wise and I'm sure we all enjoyed the murals done by the Elementary
School students and displayed along the fence at the Williams Field
playground. Did everyone find our Town Hall Santa?
Once again our thanks to Elwin Neily and Bucky Smith for erecting and
maintaining the skating rink at the basketball court.
Lasting, we have new signs at Williams Field identifying at long last, the
benefactor who donated this marvelous property to the town in 1927.
Reading back over this report I notice how often the words donate(d)
and volunteer were used. Your Parks and Recreation Committee is
100% volunteer and virtually all the work is done with donated labor and
matehals. Small town America at it's best.
Respectfully Submitted,
Marvin A. Rocke- Chairman
1996 Committee members
Marvin Rocke Barbara Frazier
John Moore Tim Brown





Treasurer's Report 1 996
Books and Supplies
Receipt
Funds Held in Non-Lapsing Accounts
Gifts (automation) $ 7,000.00 as per RSA 202-A:4-c
Dinerman Bequest (automation) $11,843.94
Gifts (non-restricted) 1996 $ 4,082.00
Fines & lost books 1996 $ 490.83 as per RSA 202-A:1 1 (III)
Income Generating equipment $ 0.00 as per RSA 202-A:1 1-a













To assemble, preserve, and administer, in organized collections, books,
and related educational and recreational material in order to promote
and stimulate knowledge, culture, self-education, and pure enjoyment
for all citizens.
In keeping with our goals, this year, the Trustees have continued their
efforts to improve the collection, provide programs and services for the
community, and modernize record keeping and collection management.




Story hours for young children
2. School visits
3. Summer Reading Program
4. The "Evolution of the Detective" Book series
5. Gardening in Northern New England
6. Spirit of Chhstmas Programs
7. The "Family Resource Connection" with the State
Library and other agencies this service provides
references and referral services, periodicals, videos,
etc. containing information on developmental
educational and health related issues related to young
children.
8. "Books After School" program for 4th, 5th, and 6th
graders
9. Intertibrary loans




The Trustees, in keeping with their goals to serve the community, wish
to thank the staff and the Librarian for their support and many extra
volunteered hours for the Library and its programs. We also thank our
volunteers working on the preparations for bar coding and the many
other projects through the year. Also, the generosity of our
"benefactors"; all of us in Canaan thank! They have provided us with
two computers, one for the staff-the other for the public. We were able
to purchase the Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature, an index of 145
magazines and newspapers providing abstracts and some full texts.
This will be an excellent reference for students. I also want to thank the
Library Trustees who put in many, many hours of volunteer services.
Louise Kremzner
Chair of Canaan Library Trustees
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MEETING HOUSE COMMITTEE
Use of the Meeting House this year was as follows:
Indian River School Musical
Four various Committee and Association meetings
Two Elementary School events
A private wedding
The annual United Methodist Church service (Canaan - Enfield)
Indian River School Concert
( Library Readings were not held this year)
Maintenance to the outside of the building this year included the painting
of window sash on the north and east sides No restoration work was done
inside the building. Planning continues for major restoration of the building's
west side and will begin when sufficient funds are available.
Volunteers are always welcome to serve on this Committee.
Treasurer's Balance - January 1, 1996
Income
Expense
Balance on Hand - December 31, 1996 $14,080.90
Respectfully submitted,










CANAAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND MUSEUM
The museum was opened for the 1996 season May 2nd and closed
October 18th. A special opening was made on November 2nd, for the
Canaan Boy Scout Troop 319. The museum had 27 regular opening
and 6 special readings that were held in the Town Meeting House the
summer of 1996, as they were not held this last summer. The total
count for the 1996 season of visitors were 62 at regular openings,
making a total of 197 down from the 1995 visitors. We have added
more old pictures and are always looking for new ones. We sold all our
"Histories of Canaan" by James Wallace, but we have a new printing
ordered for the 1997 season. We still have a few "A look at the
Mascoma District" a book of photographs by Harold R. Wyman, and a
small supply of the Canaan Bicentennial Booklet (1761-1961), also post
cards of the old Canaan High School.
The Museum has over 275 different items on display and we are
pleased to see more people who are interested in placing items of
interest from their home coming in each year. We moved the old
Motion Picture Machines from the Town Building and will clean them up
and have them on display for the 1997 season. The Ned Smith Estate
gave the Museum number of very interesting scrap books made up by
the late Ned Smith also the Safe from the Old Smith and Taplin Store.
Respectfully submitted: --
Daniel W. Fleetham, Chairman
John Q. Ricard, Chairman
Sonya Carter, Secretary
Reggie Barney, Treasurer
Donna Zani Dunkerton, Historian
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Senior Citizens Council
Grafton County Senior Citizens Council, Inc.
Annual Report 1996
Grafton County Senior Citizens Council, Inc. works through its local
programs to enhance the health and well being of our older citizens and
to assist them to remain independent in their own homes and
communities for as long as possible. Through eight locations throughout
the County, including Plymouth, Bristol, Canaan, Lebanon, Orford
Haverhill, Littleton, and Lincoln, older adults and their families are able
to obtain services such as home delivered meals, senior dining room
programs, transportation, social work services, information and referral,
health and educational programs, adult day care, recreation and
opportunities to be of service to be of service to the community through
volunteering.
During 1996, 195 older residents of Canaan were able to make use of
one or more of GCSCC's services. These individuals enjoyed balanced
meals in the company of friends in a senior dining room, received hot,
nourishing meals delivered to their homes by caring volunteers, were
transported to health care providers or other community resources by
our lift-equipped buses, and found opportunities to put their talents and
skills to work for a better community through volunteer service. The
cost to provide these services for Canaan residents was $68,815.23.
Community based services provided by GCSCC and its many
volunteers for older residents of Canaan were often important to their
efforts to remain in their own homes and out of institutional care despite
chronic health problems and increasing physical frailty, saving tax
dollars and contributing to the quality of life of our older friends and
neighbors.
GCSCC very much appreciates the support of the Canaan community
for services wfiich enhance the independence and dignity of our older
citizens and assists them to meet the challenges of aging in place.
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statistics for the Town of Canaan
October 1, 1995 to September 30, 1996
During this fiscal year, GCSCC served 195 Canaan residents (out of 372
residents over 60, 1 990 census)
Services
COMPARATIVE INFORMATION
From Audited Financial Statement for GCSCC
Fiscal Years 1995/1996
October 1- September 30
UNITS OF SERVICE PROVIDED
Canaan F.A.S.T. Inc. 1996 Annual Town Report
The Canaan F.A.S.T Inc. has had a very busy year. We moved
to more spacious quarters early in the spring. Many hours of
work have turned the meeting room and ambulance bays into an
efficient and comfortable place to work. The squad has
welcomed new members and with the help of the Kiwanis Club,
has added new pediatric equipment in an effort to better serve
the community. We hope the recent change to 91 1 coverage
through Lebanon dispatch, and the upgrading of radio
equipment, will make communications with other emergency
personnel more efficient.
We welcome your comments and suggestions. We look forward
to a busy summer of fundraising. Our goal is to purchase two









1996 Annual Town Report
We are pleased to submit a report on LISTEN'S services to Canaan
residents in 1996. LISTEN provides outreach services to area residents
through a contract with Tri-County Community Action Program funded
by area towns.
LISTEN Community Services: 1996 Report
LISTEN'S mission is "ensure that Upper Valley residents have the
resources to become economically independent". LISTEN coordinates
with the town welfare services to provide immediate assistance through
programs like the emergency food pantry and fuel aid. LISTEN works to
improve the long-term financial health of households through individual
budget counseling. Thanks to strong community support, LISTEN was
able to provide the following assistance to Canaan residents in 1996:
Service Provided Canaan residents served
Fuel Assistance 230 individuals
Housing/Rental Assis. 110 individuals
Food Pantry 218 individuals
Canaan Community Dinners 572 meals served
Budget Counseling 39 individuals
Holiday Baskets 176 parents & children
Big Brother/Big Sister 2 children
Summer Camp Placements 14 children
Special thanks to the town for allowing LISTEN to use Canaan Senior
Center for the new Monday evening Canaan Community Dinners in
which began in this past September. Anyone interested in learning more
about LISTEN services may call: 1-800-263-1166.
VISITING NURSE ALLIANCE OF VERMONT AND NEW
HAMPSHIRE, INC.
We are very grateful for the continued support Canaan provides
to help VNA meet the home care and hospice needs of its
community members. Here are some crucial points to consider
regarding the importance of funding VNA programs in your town.
- VNA services are available to persons of all ages
and ail economic means.
- Hospital discharge planners and attending
physicians work closely with VNA to decide a course
of treatment for each home health care patient.
- Our VNA staff from the Mascoma Home Health
Services Branch provides skilled services for people
who
-are recovering from surgery, have an acute
illness, or disability
- require long term care
- need support and symptom control during a
terminal illness
-Town funds help provide care for people who do not
have adequate insurance or the ability to pay.
Changes in health care systems nationally are placing the very
heart of patient care responsibility in the hands of home care
agencies. VNA is pleased to help ensure a health care safety net
for the people of Canaan.
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The following services were provided in the Town of Canaan
during the past year.
Visits 7/1/95 to 6/30/96
Nursing
CANAAN-ORANGE RECYCLING 1996
Our program is continuing to be successful. As always we
would like to encourage everyone to participate. Whatever
the reason, be it monetary, environmental, or keeping up
with the neighbors. They're all valid reasons to recycle.
For some of the materials there is a fee to process and
transportation costs. The best market is for metals; tin,
aluminum, and light iron. All the tonnage we recycle and
reuse is that much less we have to put in the landfill. The
income from the metals offsets the other processing fees.
Leaving us a small margin of profit that varies from month to
month.
We hope that 1997 will be the year we can get the recycle
center and transfer station under-cover.




Report to the Citizens of District One
by
Raymond S. Burton
Councilor - District One
It is an honor to report to you as a member of the New Hampshire
Executive Council. The Executive Council is five in number and serves
much like a Board of Directors at the top of your Executive Branch of
Directors of State Government in Concord. We vote on most contracts
over $2,500 to outside agencies, individuals and municipalities, also
major permits to use state waters, 267 unclassified positions as
Commissioners and Directors within the Executive Branch of State
Government, and the entire Judicial Branch of NH State Government is
voted in by the Governor with the advice and consent of the Executive
Council. We also vote on gubernatorial nominations of hundreds of
citizens to various boards and commissions as prescribed by NH laws.
Anyone desiring further information should write or call our State House
Office (listed below).
Citizens in this region should be attentive to several projects:
1) The statewide Health Care Council's 18 month planning
project will be coming to conclusion in December of 1997. There are
three very active Councils in this district. Information can be obtained
by calling Commissioner Terry Morton, Department of Health and
Human Services at 1-800-852-3345.
2) The ten year highway planning process will be underway this
coming summer and fall. I will be conducting at least three hearings in
this district to ascertain regional needs. Information on this project can
be obtained by calling Commissioner Leon Kenison, Department of
Transportation at 271-3735.
3) The NH Joint Tourist Promotional Program will, I expect, be
funded at least with $500,000 to be matched by local Chamber of
Commerce and tourists groups to promote your region. Information on
this program is available from Commissioner Robb Thomson,
Department of Resources and Economic Development at 271-2411.
4) There is approximately $172,000 waiting to be matched by
local economic development promotion dollars from local groups.
Information can be obtained on this program from Director Norman
Storrs, Economic Development at 271-2341.
5) There is about 10 million dollars waiting for applications
from local governments for Community Development Block Grants to
improve your local town and area. Information in how to apply can be
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obtained by calling Director Jeff Taylor, Office of State Planning at 271-
2155.
6) Local towns, cities, counties and eligible organizations
should be aware of the large Federal and State Surplus Distribution
Programs (the state surplus distribution center is open to the public at
White Farm on Clinton Street in Concord, NH Mondays, Wednesdays,
and Fridays. Further information may be obtained by calling Supervisor
Art Haeussler, Surplus Distribution at 271-2602.
7) Citizens and groups concerned with disabilities should be
aware of the large number of services available from the Developmental
Disabilities Council by calling Director Alan Robichaud at 271-3236.
8) The Department of Environmental Services covering water,
sewers, air, lakes and rivers has available information and financial
resources by calling Commissioner Robert Varney or Assistant
Commissioner Dana Bisbee at 271-3503.
9) The Department of Health and Human Services including
elderly, mental health, human services, public health, drug and alcohol
abuse are all under Commissioner Terry Morton at 1-800-852-3345.
Our State Government is small, effective and efficient. It is amazing
how many services both technical information and financial assistance is
available to eligible applicants and for proposals.
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Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission
Annual Report
1996
The Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission (UVLSRPQ is a voluntary
association of 31 towns. The Commission is concerned with the development of comprehensive
plans for beneficial and balanced economic, environmental and social growth m the Region. It
fimctions as a research, resource and informational agency and, when appropriate, acts to obtain
Federal, State and other approvals, grants-in-aid, loans and similar assistance for individual
member towns and for the Region. The Commission provides technical assistance to member
communities in the areas of plaiming G^nd use, transportation, water quality, etc.), mapping,
conununity development, grantsmanship and grant administration. In addition, regional smdies,
such as our Regional Transportation Plan, and regional projects, such as household hazardous
waste collections and the Connecticut River Scenic Byway Study, are undertaken to the benefit
of more than one commimity.
In the past year, services such as our Planning Board training series and library, which feamres
maps, planning resources and US Census data, were available to ail of our member communities.
Canaan residents have taken advantage of some of these services. A complete list of services
which benefit our members is attached.
In 1996, our work specifically for the Town of Canaan included:
- Referred Selectman to CDFA to follow up on a paint program held elsewiiere in the state.
- Discussed Cardigan Crossroads concept.
- Provided information to the Conservation Commission regarding economic benefits of
historic preservation and discussed downtov.Ti revitalization resources and economic
development coordinator position.
- Provided Conservation Commission with a copy of Does Preservation Pay?
• Conducted traffic counts at'six locations.
- Revised the 1990 Canaan Road Sur&ce Management Study with new road inventory data and
present surfece conditions.
- Wrote successfiil grant application to fiind and staff an economic development program for
our ten Grafton County communities.
- Provided base maps to Downtown Revitalization Conmnttee.
- Provided information on GIS coverages and products available to Conservation Commission.
- Provided information on household hazardous waste disposal to Canaaa residents.
A list of services which benefit all member communities follows.
Our Commission looks forward to serving Canaan in the coming year.
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UVLSRPC Serrices Which Benefit All Member Communities
Consult and help residents of member communities as, and when, asked.
Meet with state officials and agency representatives to influence policy and to help keep the
Region an active partidpanl in many ongoing programs. This includes activity with
transportation, solid waste, economic development, and environmental regulatory agencies in
both New Hampshire and Vermont.
Maintain a library of regional data, maps and planning resourcas, and
answer many requests for
information.
Use the Geographical Information System (GIS) to perform mapping and analyses for member
towns.
Assist the Upper Valley Solid Waste District in dealing with solid waste issues. Provide general
staff support for the District.
Organized and administered regional household hazardous waste collections.
Provide administrative suppon for the Upper Valley Household Hazardous Waste Committee.
Work in cooperation with the Sullivan County Economic Development Commission.
Serve on the Green Mountain Economic Development Corporation Board of Directors.
Began a new program which provides economic development assistance to towns and businesses
in Grafton County.
Sponsor local sessions of the NH Municipal Law Lecture Series.
Provide technical assistance to Advance Transit and Rideshare.
Use the Regional Transportation Advisory Committee to develop regional policies and
recommenditions for the Regional Transportation Plan.
Provide data about our regional buQd-out analysis which forecasts the population and number
of dwellings in the Region when totally built out.
Revise and update the Regional Plan.
Comply with applicable Vennont Act 200 requirements at the local, regional and state level,
including participation in the CouncU of Regional Commissions.
Participate in Vermont Act 250 reviews and review of development of regional impact in New
Hampshire.
Sponsor planning board training sessions in New Hampshire and Vermont.
Work with Upper Valley Land Trust and the Society for the Protection of NH Forests to protect
open space and conserve important parcels of land.
Participate in and work with the Connecticut River Joint Commissions.
In conjunction with the City of Lebanon, held a Business Faire where representatives trom 14
state business assistance programs were available to give information.
• Review land use controls and master plans, and suggest ameiKlments.
• Produce our newsletter to provided information about planning issues and other topics of
regional concern.
Organize a monthly brown bag lunch for selectmen and town managers where regional and local
issues are discussed on an informal basis.
• Update the Regional Profile, a compendium of information about the Region. Many businesses
use this resource.
Focus on the regional economy through our Economic Initiative Project.
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Town of Canaan, New Hampshire





AMENDMENT TO MINUTES: April 16, 1996
Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting of March 12, 1996 and March 16, 1996
are to be amended as follows; Page 5, line six, which reads," The
Moderator declared Article 6 passed as read", is to read, " The Moderator
declared Article 5 passed as read". This amendment is due to a typing
error.






REPORT OF TOWN MEETING, 1996
The Annual Town Meeting was called to order by Moderator
Daniel Fleetham at the Canaan Fire Station on Tuesday, March 12,
1996, at 10:00 a.m. The Moderator read Town Warrant Articles 1, and
2. The polls were then declared open for the purpose of voting by
ballots for town officials. Article 2, school district officials and school
district articles.
Supervisors of the checklist, Martha Pusey, Stacia Ballou and
Carole Cushman took their positions; Benjamin Yamashita was the
Ballot Clerk and Selectman Steve lacuzzi was Gatekeeper.
The absentee ballots, posted as to voter prior to the meeting, were
cast at 4:00 p.m. by the Moderator.






ARTICLE 2: (Petition Article) Shall we adopt the provisions of RSA
40:13 to allow official ballot voting on all issues before
the Town of Canaan.
Yes 596 No 272
Article 2 was declared passed by the Moderator.
MASCOMA VALLEY REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
One Moderator One School Board Member
One-Year Term Three-Year Term
*Kendrick Munsey 832 *Phil Weber 457
One School Board Member One School Board Member
Three-Year Term Charles Sova (Orange) 32
Cathy Cote (Dorchester) 35
ARTICLE 2: (Petition Article) Shall we adopt the provisions of RSA
40:13 to allow official ballot voting on all issues before
the Mascoma School District.
Yes 553 No 273
*Denotes declared winners.
The polls were closed at 7:00 p.m. and the meeting was adjourned
until 9:00 a.m. on Saturday. March 16. 1996. at the Mascoma Regional
High School to vote on Articles 3 through 25.
TOWN MEETING ADJOURNED FROM MARCH 12, 1996 TO
MARCH 16, 1996
Moderator Daniel W. Fleetham reconvened the 1996 Annual Town
Meeting at 9:05 a.m. on March 16, 1996 at the Mascoma Valley
Regional High School to take up Articles 3 through 25.
The Moderator read the results of town officer elections and
Article 2 from March 12. 1996.
Prior to accepting the first motion. Mr. Fleetham listed the rules for
running the meeting: 1) no smoking; 2) only legally registered voters
from Canaan may exercise their voting rights (purple "Registered
Voter" hand-held ballots were passed out prior to the meeting); 3) a
person must be recognized by the chair prior to his speaking and then
he should direct all comments through the chair; 4) all discussion must
be germane to the article on the floor; 5) all amendments must be in
writing and only one may be on the floor at a time; 6) all makers of
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motions and all those who second such should stand and oive their
names; 7) five or more signatures will be required for a petition for a
paper ballot on any article; 8) in the case of a disagreement with a
voice/hand call by the moderator, five or more voters could present a
written request for a paper ballot before the next article is taken up; 9)
the right to speak as well as the right to be heard will be respected; 10)
negative motions will not be accepted; and 11) if a motion is passed to
cease discussion on an article, all people currently standing in line at
the microphone will be allowed to speak prior to a vote.
A motion was made by George Shadowens and seconded by Gary
Wood to dispense with the reading of the entire warrant and to take
each warrant article in order. The motion passed.
ARTICLE 3: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.) for election
expenses. If Article 2 fails, there will be no need to
vote on this Article. The Selectmen have designated
this Article as a Special Warrant Article under the
provisions of RSA 32:7 VI for the purpose of having
these funds considered as non-lapsing until December
31, 1997. (Selectmen recommend 3-0, Budget
Committee does not recommend 6-1)
Milton Wilson moved and Steve lacuzzi seconded that
Article 3 be accepted as read. There was a discussion
of the Article. It was noted that because the official
election would now be held on the second Tuesday in
April, the newly-elected town officers could be sworn
in after 5:00 p.m. on the following Friday, allowing
time for a call for a recount. The Budget Committee
did not recommend this Article because they felt that
the expenses for 1997 should be in the 1997 Budget.
Article 3 was voted by a hand vote. The Moderator
declared the vote was too close to call, so a recount was
taken.
Yes 51 No 95
The Moderator declared Article 3 defeated.
ARTICLE 4: To see if the Town will vote to establish a Capital
Reserve Fund under the provisions of RSA 35: 1 for the
purpose of Town Office building renovations and to
raise and appropriate the sum of Forty-Four Thousand
Dollars ($44,000.) to be placed in this fund. This
appropriation is planned as the first step in five equal
installments; future installments will be considered at
future Town Meetings. (Selectmen recommend 3-0,
Budget Committee recommends 5-3)
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Gary Wood moved and George Shadowens seconded
that Article 4 be accepted as read. There was a lengthy
discussion. It was noted by Benjamin Yamashita that
the Town of Canaan has been in violation of the
Americans with Disabilities Act since 1990 because the
Town Offices are not handicapped accessible for Town
Employees. It was noted, however, that because
reasonable accommodations have been made for the
citizens, in that respect, the Town is in compliance.
Discussion also centered around whether to build a
new building or renovate the existing building. Steve
lacuzzi moved the question, with Judith Kushner
seconding. The motion passed. Article 4 passed by a
hand vote.
ARTICLE 5: To see if the Town will vote to approve the cost item
included in the collective bargaining agreement
reached between the Town and Local No. 1348,
American Federation of State, County and Municipal
Employees, Council 93 which calls for the following




And further to raise and appropriate the sum of
$3,275.39 for the 1996 fiscal year, such sum
representing the additional costs attributable to the
increase in salaries and benefits over those of the
appropriation at current staffing levels paid in the prior
fiscal year, a paper ballot. (Selectmen recommend 3-
0, Budget Committee recommends 4-3)
Steve lacuzzi moved and Milton Wilson seconded that
Article 5 be accepted as read. There was a brief
discussion.
Dexter Bucklin moved and Cathy Cobbin seconded
that Article 5 be amended to include: "The
implementation of the Article is contingent on the
parties agreeing to replace Article XXIV (Retirement)
of their agreement with the deferred compensation
program outlined in the Town of Canaan Personnel
Policies." There was a discussion of the amendment,
with the Town Attorney, Tim Bates, noting that the
amendment is unlawful under the New Hampshire
Collective Bargaining Laws. After a further discussion,
Joseph Hill moved the question, with Ingrid Curtis
seconding. The motion to move the question passed
by a hand vote. The amendment was defeated by a
hand vote.
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Article 5 required a paper ballot. The Moderator
instructed the citizens to proceed to vote and place their
ballots in the box placed at the front of the room.
Total ballots cast: 180
Yes 122 No 56 Spoiled 2
The Moderator declared Article 6 passed as read.
ARTICLE 6: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of Thirty-Five Thousand Dollars ($35,000.) to be
placed in the existing Capital Reserve Fund for
revaluation of the Town. This appropriation will be the
first of two equal installments for the funding of a
general revaluation in 1997. (Selectmen recommend
3-0, Budget Committee does not recommend 6-2)
Steve lacuzzi moved and Gary Wood seconded to table
Article 6 indefinitely. The motion to table passed by a
hand vote.
ARTICLE 7: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of Six Thousand, Seven Hundred Dollars ($6,700.)
to replace the dock at the town beach. (Selectmen
recommend 3-0, Budget Committee recommends 4-2)
Steve lacuzzi moved and Frank Kopczynski seconded
that Article 7 be tabled indefinitely. The motion to
table passed by a hand vote.
ARTICLE 8: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of Twenty-Two Thousand, Six Hundred Thirty-
Two Dollars ($22,632.) to purchase a new 4x4 for the
Police Department and authorize the withdrawal of
$22,632. from the Police Cruiser Capital Reserve Fund
created for that purpose. Net to be raised from
taxation is $0.00. (Selectmen recommend 3-0, Budget
Committee recommends 8-0)
Milton Wilson moved and Peter Solomon seconded that
Article 8 be accepted as read.
Cathy Cobbin moved and Frank Kopczynski seconded
an amendment to Article 8 to change the dollar amount
to read "S24,932." There was a brief discussion. The
amendment passed by a hand vole.
Article 8 as amended passed by a hand vote.
ARTICLE 9: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of Seventy Thousand Dollars ($70,000.) to
purchase a six-wheel truck, with plows, body and
sander, for use by the Highway Department.
91
(Selectmen recommend 3-0, Budget Committee does
not recommend 6-2)
George Shadowens moved and Frank Kopczynski
seconded that Article 9 be accepted as read.
Allen Lary moved and Mark Houston seconded that
Article 9 be amended to read: 'To see if the Town will
vote to raise and appropriate the sum of thirty-three
thousand, four hundred dollars ($33,400.00). Fifteen
thousand dollars ($15,000.00) to be placed in the
Highway Capital Reserve Fund to go toward the
purchase of new equipment; eighteen thousand, four
hundred dollars ($18,400.00) to be used for the
purchase of three wings to be installed on the three one
ton trucks owned by the Town of Canaan Highway
Department. The remaining thirty-six thousand, six
hundred dollars ($36,600.00) from the seventy
thousand dollar ($70,000.00) requested in the original
Article 9 not be requested." There was a discussion on
the amendment. The Town Attorney, Tim Bates noted
that this may not be a lawful amendment because it is
too drastic a change from the original article. David
Scanlon noted that the Legislature is working on an
omnibus bill to counteract the illegality of similar
amendments. There was a lengthy discussion
regarding the intent of the amendment. Eric Wallace
moved the question, Duane Mansur seconded. The
motion to move the question was passed by a hand
vote. The amendment passed by a hand vote.
Article 9 as amended passed by a hand vote.
ARTICLE 10: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.) lo cover over
the compactor area at the recycling center. (Selectmen
recommend 3-0, Budget Committee does not
recommend 6-2)
Edward Morse moved and Gary Wood seconded that
Article 10 be accepted as read. There was a brief
discussion.
Allen Lary moved that Article 10 be amended to read:
"To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.) to cover
over the compactor area and the recycling center."
William Roll seconded. There was a discussion, noting
that matching grant money may be available if the
recycling center were included. Frank Kopczynski
moved the question, Mark Houston seconded. The
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motion to move the question passed by a hand vote.
The amendment passed by a hand vote.
Article 10 as amended passed by a hand vote.
ARTICLE 11: To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen
indefinitely, or until rescinded at an Annual Town
Meeting, to dispose of tax-deeded property to the
highest bidder of a properly advertised auction, by
public bid, or by receipt of sealed bids, except that the
Selectmen may reconvey residential properties as the
Selectmen deem just. In no event shall the total
considerations be less than the unpaid taxes, plus
interest and costs, and any other related expenses that
the Town has incurred.
Edward Morse moved and George Shadowens
seconded that Article 1 1 be accepted as read. There
was a brief discussion. Article 1 1 passed by a hand
vote.
ARTICLE 12: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of Four Thousand Dollars ($4,000.) to support the
efforts of the Grafton County Senior Citizens Council,
Inc. (Selectmen recommend 3-0, Budget Committee
does not recommend 7-1)
George Shadowens moved and Frank Kopczvnski
seconded that Articles 12. 13, 14, 15, 16, and 17 be
tabled indefinitely. It was noted that these items are in
the budget already, and that the Selectmen felt this was
an attempt to make the process more open. The
motion to table indefmitely passed by a hand vote.
ARTICLE 13: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of Six Thousand, Two Hundred Dollars ($6,200.)
to support the efforts of Advance Transit. (Selectmen
recommend 3-0, Budget Committee does not
recommend 7-1)
ARTICLE 14: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of Two Thousand. Two Hundred Dollars ($2,200.)
to support the efforts of Headrest. (Selectmen
recommend 3-0, Budget Committee does not
recommend 7-1)
ARTICLE 15: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of One Thousand. Five Hundred Twenty-Two
Dollars (S 1.522.) to support the efforts of the Tri-
County Community Action Program for LISTEN
services. (Selectmen recommend 3-0. Budget
Committee does not recommend 7-1)
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ARTICLE 16: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of Thirteen Thousand, One Hundred Seventy-Five
Dollars ($13,175.) to support the efforts of the Visiting
Nurse Alliance. (Selectmen recommend 3-0, Budget
Committee does not recommend 7-1)
ARTICLE 17: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of Two Thousand, One Hundred Dollars ($2,100.)
to support the efforts of WISE. (Selectmen
recommend 3-0, Budget Committee does not
recommend 7-1)
ARTICLE 18: To see if the Town will vote to rescind the vote taken at
the March 1993 Town Meeting on Article 14 that the
position of Chief of Police shall be filled by election of
legal voters of Canaan as provided by RSA 105:1 and
that beginning with the next vacancy or election that
the position of Chief of Police shall be appointed by
the Board of Selectmen.
Steve lacuzzi moved and Gary Wood seconded that
Article 18 be accepted as read. There was a lengthy
discussion regarding the issue, with several people
speaking in favor and several people speaking against
the Article. It was requested that the Moderator, prior
to a vote being taken, clarify what a "Yes" vote and what
a "No" vote mean. Steve lacuzzi moved the question,
with Gary Wood seconding. The motion to move the
question was approved by a hand vote. Phyllis Stewart,
Robert Stewart, Frank Kopczynski. Karen Murphy, and
C. Russell Lester requested a paper ballot. The
Moderator instructed the citizens to proceed to vote
and place their ballots in the box placed at the front of
the room.
Total ballots cast: 175
Yes 57 No 118
The Moderator declared Article 18 defeated.
ARTICLE 19: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of Thirty Thousand Dollars ($30,000.) to be
added to the Fire Truck Capital Reserve Fund
previously established. (Selectmen recommend 3-0,
Budget Committee does not recommend 6-2)
William Bellion moved and George Shadowens
seconded that Article 19 be accepted as read. There
was a brief discussion. George Shadowens moved the
questions with Steve lacuzzi seconding. The motion to
move the question was approved by a hand vote.
Article 19 passed by a hand vote.
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ARTICLE 20: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000.) for the cost
of assigning house and lot numbers to all property in
Canaan. The Selectmen have designated this Article as
a Special Warrant Article under the provisions of RSA
32:7 VI for the purpose of having these funds
considered as non-lapsing until December 31, 1997.
(Selectmen recommend 3-0, Budget Committee does
not recommend 8-0)
George Shadowens moved and Steve lacuzzi seconded
that Article 20 be accepted as read.
George Shadowens moved and Cathy Cobbin seconded
that Article 20 be amended to read: 'To see if the
Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000.) for the cost of
assigning house and lot numbers to all property in
Canaan, said sum to come from the unencumbered
surplus balance of the Town as of December 31, 1995.
The Selectmen have designated this Article as a Special
Warrant Article under the provisions of RSA 32:7 VI
for the purpose of having these funds considered as
non-lapsing until December 31, 1997." There was a
brief discussion. The amendment to Article 20 passed
by a hand vote.
Article 20 as amended passed by a hand vote.
ARTICLE 21: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of Six Thousand Dollars ($6,000.) to cover the
cost of erecting street signs on Town streets and roads
in compliance with RSA 231:133. The Selectmen have
designated this Article as a Special Warrant Article
under the provisions of RSA 32:7 VI for the purpose
of having these funds considered as non-lapsing until
December 31. 1997. (Selectmen recommend 3-0,
Budget Committee does not recommend 8-0)
George Shadowens moved and Edward
seconded that Article 21 be accepted as read.
Morse
George Shadowens moved and Cathy Cobbin seconded
that Article 20 be amended to read: 'To see if the
Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Six
Thousand 'Dollars ($6,000.) to cover the cost of
erecting street signs on Town streets and roads in
compliance with RSA 231:133, said sum to come from
the unencumbered surplus balance of the Town as of
December 31. 1995. The Selectmen have designated
this Article as a Special Warrant Article under the
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provisions of RSA 32:7 VI for the purpose of having
these funds considered as non-lapsing until December
31, 1997." There was a brief discussion. The
amendment to Article 21 passed by a hand vote.
Article 21 as amended passed by a hand vote.
ARTICLE 22: To see if the Town will authorize the Planning Board to
prepare and amend a recommended program of
municipal capital improvement projects projected over
a period of at least 6 years under the provisions of RSA
674:5. The sole purpose and effect of the capital
improvements program shall be to aid the Budget
Committee in their consideration of the Annual
Budget.
Steve lacuzzi moved and George Shadowens seconded
that Article 22 be accepted as read. There was a
discussion. Article 22 passed by a hand vote.
ARTICLE 23: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $1,719,958.00 to defray Town charges during
1996. This sum does not include appropriations voted
in previous Articles.
Gary Wood moved and George Shadowens seconded
that Article 23 be accepted as read. There was a brief
discussion. Article 23 passed by a hand vote.
ARTICLE 24: To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees, or
any other Officers and to pass any vote relating thereto.
Edward Morse moved and George Shadowens
seconded that Article 24 be accepted as presented in
the Town Report. There was no discussion. Article 24
passed by a hand vote.
ARTICLE 25: To transact any other business that may be legally
brought before this Town Meeting.
Milton Wilson moved and Edward Morse seconded that
Article 25 be accepted as read.
Steve lacuzzi, on behalf of the Selectmen, extended the
gratitude of the Selectmen to Steve Griffin and Donna
Nashawaty from MRI for their work, and to Chief
McGonigle for filling in as Police Chief.
Mr. lacuzzi further thanked outgoing Moderator
Daniel Fleetham, Road Agent Earl Charbono. and
Selectman Gary Wood for^ their years of dedicated
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service to the Town of Canaan on behalf of the citizens
of the Town.
Alan Ricard moved and George Shadowens seconded
that the Annual Town Meeting of the Town of Canaan
be adjourned. The meeting was adjourned at 12:45
p.m.
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Canaan Village, looking east, before the Great Fire of 1923.
Cover photo is of Mt. Cardigan Park, the Canaan Village
Town Common, after the fire. Postcard made around 1925.

